“My Review of the Play ‘Proof’”


Good acting is essential to any good performance.  The actors and actresses have to try to make what the audience is seeing and hearing come alive.  The four characters in the play “Proof” are able to do this.  The meaning and purpose behind the play is easily understood because the actors and actresses do such a fine job in their performances.


The play is about a young woman, Catherine who had been taking care of her father during his last years of life.  Anne Heche plays Catherine.  Prior to this play, I have never seen Anne Heche in any acting performance.  I have to say she did an outstanding job in her portrayal of Catherine.  She did a fantastic job of immediately drawing you into Catherine’s world.  She aptly portrays the characteristics of a girl who never got a chance to grow up and the slight madness of the genius she inherited from her father.   One can easily feel sad for her because after all she gave up all her dreams to take care of her ailing father.  Anne Heche plays Catherine so well that it easy for you to fall in love with Catherine and desire only good things for her.  


The other actors and actress were just as outstanding in their performances.  Len Cariou plays Robert.  He is Catherine’s father in the play.  In the play, he is both humorous and appealing.  Len Cariou is very good at portraying Robert’s insanity and brilliance all at once.  What is interesting about Robert is that he does not give up his fight against his illness.  Instead, he struggles up until his death to control and conquer it.  Len Cariou displays this struggle so convincingly that he is able to draw you into his struggle.  He is able to stir up emotions, such as sadness and anger.


Stephen Kunken plays Hal Dobbs.  He is Robert’s protégée.  Stephen Kunken is very good at portraying Hal as a geek.  However, Stephen is also able to show that not all math students are 100% geek through Hal’s lines and manners.  When Hal is at the party, he shows that even geeks know how to have a good time.  Hal is the most normal character in the play and Stephen Kunken plays this normalcy with great accuracy and talent.  The audience is able to identify with Hal.  Identifying with a character makes the character more likeable.


The most unlikable character in the play is Claire, Catherine’s sister.  Kate Jennings Grant plays Claire.  Kate plays the successful and accomplished sister.  Her attitude is irritating.  She believes that she is the only normal one and that she is the only rational one.  Kate portrays these characteristics very accurately and makes Claire seem very real.


These four characters play their parts so well that they make the plot come alive for the audience.  By making the plot come alive, the audience is better able to understand the purpose behind a performance.  The play “Proof” examines the issue of trust in relationships.  The audience is easily able to see this purpose through the actors and actresses performances.  From their performances, the audience learns that without trust a true relationship cannot exist.  The audience also learns that for some issues there can be no proof only trust.   Once the actors and actresses make a story come alive, the audience is no longer just an onlooker.  The characters and situations become more real to the audience and enable the audience to experience what is happening.  This is exactly what the cast of “Proof” does.      

